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Prague, 21st October, 1882

My dear Mr. Sander,

Last night I returned home from Liege and I found your two letters. The Astrocaryum mexicanum ripen in September to October, but some can be found even in November.
The orchids had been delivered by the postal service without fuss by the time I got home; they arrived in good condition. 

I visited Messange in Bounville and made his mouth water with stories about Cattleya Kas weliens so that he’ll go to the auction to Ghent. I believe he went there, his Cattleyas are growing nice roots and pseudobulbs, he is planning to have two further orchid houses built next year.

Kramer who worked for Messange in St. Gilles died 14 days ago; during the night he ….completely naked…where he probably fell from the window and was left lying there. The dog found him and made so much noise that people came and picked him up. The administered … which revived him a little but he died later. This caused the second German gardener there to suffer a violent haemorrhage, and now he is ill in bed. … Ferdinand Message has turned to Morren in his despair to get a gardener from him.  

I received a letter from Eduard on the 30th August from Cuenca. He is better and hopes to be able to go after polyxanthus soon. I also received a letter from Pehaczek….
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